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You may hard that the word “Trinity” is
not in the Bible, and that is true. To be
sure, the idea is there, probably stated
most prominently by Jesus in Matthew 28:
“Therefore go and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
(NIV) Yet the word “Trinity” itself is not in
the Bible.
So from were did it come? Two sources,
actually: Theophilus (lived in the 100s)
headed toward the word, but it is in
Tertullian’s (160-225) writing that we see
the word for the first time. They both wrote
apologies, which is a term used in Christianity
to describe a written defense of Christianity.
Theophilus wrote an apology in three books
(long letters) to his friend Autolycus. In
this second book, in the fifteenth chapter,
Theophilus explained how God created the
world. Once he gets to the fourth day [when
God created the sun, moon, and stars],
Theophilus compares the first three days
to God. He states: “In like manner also the
three days which were before the luminaries
(sun, moon, and stars in the fourth day),
are types of the “trias", of God, and His
Word, and His Wisdom.” "Trias” means to
have three parts, like a triad. So, Theophilus
did not come up with the word “Trinity,”
but was headed in the right direction.
Tertullian eventually coined the word we
are looking for. In his book “On Modesty”
he mentions the word in chapter 21. Toward
the end of that chapter he describes the
church and then makes this statement:
“For the very Church itself is, properly and
principally, the Spirit Himself, in whom is
the Trinity of the One Divinity—Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit."
Tertullian wrote this book in Latin and the
word he used is "Trinitas,” which is “Trinity”
in English. So there you have it. The word
“Trinity” is not in the Bible, but the idea
is; the word came later as the early Christians
tried to explain the concept of 3 in
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A study in the Spiritual
“Christian

Classics”
Date: Begins June 5
Length: 8 weeks
Cost: Free
Prerequisites: Enough time to
ref lect on what you and being in a
spiritual place in your life where you are
not hindered by many outside
distractions or

read

you

will

your

In this class, we examine 10 of the
most loved Spiritual Classics from the
years 300 to 1800. Unlike other classes I
offer, this one does come with a warning:
This does not contain current devotional
literature but is intended only for those
who find themselves wanting deeper
spiritual teachings than they have been
able to find. If

you

are satisf ied with
current devotional reading, then do not
take this class. If would like to chat
about it, just let me know.

problems.

None,
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