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Why do some people say that Jesus was born in
4 BC?

‘The Bible does not contain any year designations, like the year AD 2023. Why?
Because the system of counting years used today did not develop until the 500s,
i e e s o iy
developed the AD system was Dionysius Exiguus (470-544), but more about
it e e s LAV e ottt

‘While the Bible does not have a system for counting years, it does use an old
way of keeping track of years. This method is known as the "regnal system:
and is based on indicating an event within the reign of a ruler. For instan
“Schandsuch cacurred in the fth year of King Whosver™ A great sxampie of
this is in Luke 3:1-2. In those passages, Luke attempts to tell when “the word of
d came to John [the Baptist] son of Zechariah in the desert.” Luke describes
this event within the rule of many people: “In the fifteenth year of the reign of
Tiberius Caesar—when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, Herod tetrarch of
Gallilee, his brother Philip tetrarch of Iturea and Traconitis, and Lysanias
tetrarch of Abilene—during the high priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the
‘word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the desert.”

Luke is very specific because he dates the call of John within the relgns of
coven difforent pecple This system worked well s long as peaple knew when

time passed and people began to forget those rulers,
Iney aias Torge the dstos wmon they rlen

Tow to Dionysius. Dionysius was a monk who help track the day when Easter
was celebrated. (Which was difficult when you don't have a regular calendar.)
In all of his caloulations, he decided to change from the regnal yste

system of counting years based on the birth of Jesus. Thus Dionysius began his
calendar with Anno Domini (“In the year of the Lord®) 1. He first started using
this system in the year AD 525. (That means you will never find

using the AD system before the year 525. In other words, the people ving in
the year 524 didn'® realize they lived in that year.)

Dionysius’ ytem was mainly theoretioa st that ime and did not have & broad
appeal. But in the early 7005, & man named Venerable Bede wrote a.

o that uacd Dromyenis syetar. and. soen afvormera, tis Ssieg aystom wa
widely acoepted.

Now about Jesus: Dionysius decided to start the calendar by calling the birth of
Jesus "year 1.* But as archaeology developed in the 1800s and 1900s, scholars
began to be able to date people and events in the distant past with more

Jesus' birth back to ab least 4 BO (or maybe even a couple of years earlier). S0
seholars say that Jesus was born in the year 4 BC (and some say 5, 6, or even
7 BO) because Dionystus got 1t wrong by at least four years. That 1sn't t0o bad,
considering he devised the system in the Dark Ages.

Read on to learn more about the leap year (you only think you know the rule)
Therefore, the way to keep track of years was established, but some tweaking
with the length of the year became necessary. The calendar used by Dionystus
is known as the Julian calendar and has three years of 365 days, then one year
of 366 days, which we know as the leap year. Problem: the Julian calendar
assumes that each year is 365.25 days long, but it is 365.2425 days long, just
a bit shorter. S0 if you add a day every four years, you will not add enough.

By the 15005, it was spparent that too many days had been added over time.
Thoretore, Pope Grogory KIT decidod that he day aftar Ovtobor 4, 1662 would
be October 15, 1582. To make sure this mistake didn't happen again, they
adjusted the leap year rule. No longer would an extra day automatically be
added to every fourth year. From then on, an extra day would be added to
every fourth year unless the year ended in “00”, then an extra day would not
Do added unless the year could be evenly divided by 400, when an extra day
would be added. So, 1800 was not a leap year but 2000 was.


https://www.amazon.com/Testament-Apocrypha-Summaries-Church-History/dp/B0CL66C2N6

A Christian wilkadvance in spiritual maturity
in relation to how much the Christian
releases his or her own desires and replaces
them with God’s, no more or no less.
Unknown
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Charles Wesley: Jesus to return in 1793

Many have undertaken the task of predicting the year of Jesus’

return. Programs on television are dedicated to aligning biblical

verses with current events in order to show that Jesus will come

backin this generation of Chrstians. ut here'sthe thing, and
It

‘William Miller: Jesus to return in 1843

‘The idea of dating the return of Jesus is not new. Yet few people have been
more specific than William Miller (762-1849). Miller was a Baptist preacher
(although not ordained as far as I could tell. He spent most 01 his life as a farmer,
with part of the time serving as sheriff and. B of the
In 1816 Mille left his previous beliefin Deism (God ¢ A

[t it to run on its own) and became a AT e T
Deism, which challenged many Christian beliefs, Miller set out to defend his
new-found faith. He searched the Bible for passages which clearly defined
Christianity. What he ended up with was a prediction of the return of Jesus,

I the midst of his studying, he turned to the book of Daniel. He focused on
Daniel 814: "Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shal the
sanctuary be cleansed: He interpreted the *days" as *years; meaning that after
2300 years ‘the sanctuary [will] be cleansed:" the

there is really the past
Is0 thought that Jesus would return soon. One of these was
Chares Wesley (1707-1788), brother of John Wesley. If you haven't
heard of John Wesley, you may have heard of the denominations
which claim him as inspiration: Methodists, Wesleyans, AME.
(Afiican Methodist Episcopal), and AME

On April 25, 1754, Charles wrote a letter in which he explains his
‘belief that Jesus will come back in 1793. The rest of this article
consistsof portions of that letter. (1 wil eave his spelling intact)

“The answer of many prayers is at hand; | mean the kingdom of
our Lord in its fullness upon earth. ... The fullness of that blessed
Kingdom, and the day ofits great things, is yet to come, and is
now at such a small distance of time that you yourself may, by the
course of nature, live to see it.... God has been pleased to lead
me this winter, as it were by the hand, thro the labyrinth of the
scnplurt g U W gt

sanctuary to be the return of Jesus. But 2300 years after what? He believed this.
pivotal event to be the decree of the Greek king Artaxerxes in 457 BC to rebuild
the Temple in Jerusalem [which had been destroyed in 586 BC)
Doing. 457 = 1843. 50, that Jesus
1d return around 1843. He bega chig his views in 1831 and attracted a
large number of followers (estimates range from 30,000 t0100, 000), Yet his
followers wanted a more specific date than *about 1843! Miller studied Jewish
calendars and celebrations and announced that Jesus would return between
March 21,1843 to March 21, 1844,
reh 22, 1844 arrived with no Jesus, Miller lost . Yet

agreat part of the c
e e e e e e
accomplishment, was to be shut up and sealed unto the time of
the end; that i, unti the very beginning of those days when they
are to be fulfilled And now these days are begun. He who hath the
key of David, who shuts 50 s no man can open, and opens 5o as
0 man can shut, hath taken off the seals, and opened to
unworthy me in a very great, tho'not yet in a ful, measure, not
only the nature of these awful and glorious events which the
Scriptures say are to be brought to pass in the latter times, but

u{her followers believed the true date to be October 22, 1844, which was the
Jewish Dy of Aonernet. A st Milerdid notaccept thi but he changed m

also the out for their
accomplishment. ... It will appear a Paraaotoafm thaal

mind on October 6. With Millerand his f
October 6. October 7 arrived and no Jesus, yet Miler did not e S
on December 5, 1844:"Although 1 have been twice disappointed, 1am not yet cast
down or discouraged? He still believed that Jesus return was imminent when he
died five years later, having lost most of his followers.

Some of his followers later formed into the Seventh-day Adventists. They
believed that his method was correct that that Jesus planned to return then, but
changed his mind because Christians were all doing something wrong. After
pondering on what this sin was, Millers later followers decided that it was
because all Christians were worshipping on the wrong day, Sunday. They
S T AL i M
Testament (the Sabbath), changed their name to Seventh-day Adven
CAdventist” is someone who looks f

vad 0 the recum of

T S i
rom this 1754 ... But on the 21 of March last, after |
had by an accurate cxamination of in the scripture prophesics,
both of the Old and New Testament, been enable to penetrate into
the nature of the great and awful events that are to be brought
about in the latter days, was enable also to penetrate into the
passages of scripture, which determine the time of their
fulfllment. 1 can only now just give you a glimpse of the first step.
of the calculation without giving you the proofs. The first step.
then toward the finding out the time fixed by scripture for the
accomplishment of ll these things is the observing that the
number 666, assigned Revelation 13.18 for determining the time of
the final destruction of the Beast, hath a relative o the time, times
and haf din Dan. 12 for the events

&
Tonce saw a sign in front of a Seventh-day Adv:mlst church that stated,
“Worship on Sunday is from Satan”
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spoken of in that and the preceding chapters, to an
accomplishment, and particularly, for the bringing the end of
Antichrist spoken of in the end of the last verse of the 1l chapter;
and the final deliverance of the Jews spoken of the 1and 7 verse of
said period of time and times and half a
time is made up of 66666 606233 amounting an all to 2331
years, concerning which 2331 years | am able to show that the
point out have been
the year 538 before the fist o the Christian Acra [Era][538 BC
plus 2331 years equals AD 1793, being the first year of Darius the
Mede, who was made king over the realm of the Chaldeans.
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